

HADFIELD INFANT SCHOOL – MUSIC CURRICULUM

	EYFS
Music objectives 
Three and four years olds 
	 Communication and language 
Sing a large repertoire of songs 
	Physical Development 
Use large-muscle movements to wave flags and streamers, paint and make marks 
	Expressive Arts and Design 
Listen with increased attention to sounds 
Respond to what they have heard, expressing their thoughts and feelings 
Remember and sing entire songs 
Sing the pitch of a tone sung by another person (pitch match) 
Sing the melodic shape (moving melody, such as up and down, down and up) of familiar songs 
Create their own songs, or improvise a song around one they know 
Play instruments with increasing control to express their feelings and ideas. 

	Reception 
	 Communication and language 
Listen carefully to rhymes and songs, paying attention to how they sound
Learn rhymes, poems and songs 
	Physical Development 
Combine different movements with ease and fluency 
	Expressive Arts and Design 
Explore, use and refine a variety of artistic effects to express their ideas and feelings
Return to and build on their previous learning, refining ideas and developing their ability to represent them. 
Create collaboratively, sharing ideas, resources and skills 
Listen attentively, move to and talk about music expressing their feelings and responses. 
Sing in a group or on their own, increasingly matching the pitch and following the melody 
Explore and engage in music making and dance, performing solo or in groups. 

	ELG 
	Expressive Arts and Design 
Being Imaginative and Expressive 
Sing a range of well-known nursery rhymes and songs 
Perform songs, rhymes, poems and stories with others, and (when appropriate) try to move in time with the music

	Opportunities for oracy in music for EYFS 
	Narrative talk 
	Giving instructions 
	Discussion 
	Explanation 
	Reasoning 
	Negotiation 
	Persuasion 

	
	Retelling or sequencing a musical story or song 
i.e. Can you tell me what happening in the song from the beginning to the end? 
	Leading peers in actions or sound-making 
i.e. Show me when to clap, then when to whisper – tell your partner’
	Reflecting on choices of sounds, instruments or dynamics 
i.e. Which instrument made the loudest sound? Why did you choose it?
	Explaining musical choices 
i.e. I used the shaker because I wanted a soft, gentle sound 
	Justifying why they changed tempo, volume or instrument 
i.e. We slowed down here because it’s the quiet part of the story 
	Deciding as a class which instrument fits best for a part of a song 
i.e. Do we use the drum of the tambourine here? Let’s talk and agree 
	Convincing peers of a musical idea 
i.e. I think we should sing softly here so people can hear the words – What do you think? 

	EYFS Classroom music to listen to - Introducing children to genres of music
	Traditional Songs / Rhymes

Twinkle Twinkle, Wind the Bobbin Up

Rhyme, repetition, singing together
	Classical – Baroque

Vivaldi – Four Seasons: Autumn

Mood, timbre, seasonal changes
	Jazz – Swing

Duke Ellington – It Don’t Mean a Thing

Swing rhythm, scatting, movement
	African Drumming

Traditional Ghanaian drumming

Call & response, steady beat
	Latin – Samba

Brazilian Samba ensemble

Percussion, fast tempo, rhythm
	Pop – Children's

Kidz Bop – “Happy” (Pharrell Williams)

Beat, modern production, energy

	Year 1 Music Curriculum 

	National curriculum Music KS1 
	Pupils should be taught to – 
Use their voices expressively and creatively by singing songs and speaking chants and rhymes
Play tuned and untuned instruments musically 
Listen with concentration and understanding to a range of high-quality live and recorded music 
Experiment with, create, select and combine sounds using the inter-related dimensions of music

	Year 1 Music 
	Ourselves – Exploring sounds 
Exploring ways of using your voice expressively. Developing skills of singing while performing actions and creating an expressive story 
Number – Beat 
Develop a sense of steady beat through using movement, body percussion and instruments
	Animals – Pitch 
Children develop an understanding of pitch through using movement, voices and instruments. They identify contrasts of high and low pitches, and create animal chant sounds and sequences 
Weather – Exploring sounds 
Children use voices, movement and instruments to explore different ways that music can be used to describe the weather
	Machines – Beat 
Explore beat through movement, body, percussion and instruments. They combine steady beat with word rhythms and explore changes in tempo 
Seasons – Pitch 
Children develop their vocabulary further, understanding pitch movements, exploring pitch through singing, tuned percussion and listening games.
	Our school – Exploring sounds 
Exploring sounds found in their school environment. Investigating ways to produce and record sounds, using IT to stimulate musical ideas relating to geography.
Pattern – Beat
Developing an understanding of metre, groups of steady beats, through counting, body percussion and reading scores.  
	Storytime – Exploring sounds 
Children learn how music can be used to tell a story. They identify contrasts of fast and slow, loud and quiet, leading to a performance. 
Our bodies – Beat
Children respond with their bodies to steady beat and rhythm in music. They experience combining rhythm patterns with steady beat, using body percussion.  
	Travel – Performance 
Children will develop their performance skills and learn songs about travel and transport from around the world. 
Water – Pitch
The children will use their voices, movement and instruments to explore the changes in pitch. They develop a performance with different vocal pitch shapes and tuned percussion.  

	Year 1 Classroom music to listen to - Introducing children to genres of music
	Classical – Orchestral

Britten – Young Person’s Guide to the Orchestra

Instrument families, timbre
	Folk – British Isles

She’ll Be Coming ’Round the Mountain, This Old Man

Storytelling, traditional forms
	Reggae

Bob Marley – Three Little Birds

Laid-back beat, cultural roots
	Hip Hop – Children’s

Secret Agent 23 Skidoo, Alphabet Rockers

Rhythm, lyrics, word play
	Electronic / Synth

Jean-Michel Jarre – Oxygène IV or BBC Radiophonic Workshop

Texture, sound effects, moods
	Musical Theatre

Matilda, The Lion King, Greatest Showman

Singing, story, chorus/verse

	Teaching notation – on top of Music Express as this isn’t explicit 
	
	Animals 
Focus: High and low sounds.

Lesson Idea:
Children draw simple pitch line notation (e.g., wavy lines, high/low animal symbols) to show pitch movement.
👉 Example: 🐦 (high) and 🐘 (low) on a whiteboard staff or line graph.
	
	Pattern 
Focus: Grouping steady beats, recognizing and repeating rhythm patterns.

Lesson Idea:
Children use symbols (e.g., dots, lines, pictures of minibeasts) to notate body percussion rhythms.
👉 Example: clap = 👏, stamp = 👣
They create and perform 4-beat rhythm patterns using their own symbol grid.
	Storytime 
Focus: Representing sound effects and sequences visually.

Lesson Idea:
Create a storyboard score: use symbols or pictures (e.g., rain = 💧, thunder = ⚡) to show the order and type of sound used in their story soundtrack.
	

	Composers and music 

Opportunities to develop music express even further 
	
	Animals – 
Composer – Camille Saint-Saens 
Music – Carnival of the animals 
Activity – Match the animal sounds to instruments, explore high/low pitch, movement games for each animal 
Weather 
Composer – Ludwig Van Beethoven 
Music  - Pastoral Symphony (6th) 
Activity – Explore how instruments create soundscapes – dynamics and texture 
	Machines 
Composer – Igor Stravinsky 
Music – The Firebird or Rite of Spring 
Activity - Explore tempo changes or percussion body work. 
Seasons 
Composer - Antonion Vivaldi 
Music -The Four seasons 
Activity - Ask children to explore how the pitch and instruments reflect different weather/seasons. Children can either move or draw their response. 
	Our School
Composer – Benjamin Britten 
Music – Young persons guide to the Orchestra 
Activity – Learn about families of instruments; great for linking to sound exploration with instruments. 
	Storytime (Exploring sounds)  
Composer - Sergei Prokofiev Music - Peter and the Wolf 
Activity - Consider which character is played by which orchestral instrument, how are the animals feeling? 
	

	Opportunities to develop oracy 
	Narrative talk
	Giving instructions
	Discussion
	Explanation
	Reasoning
	Negotiation
	Persuasion

	
	Tell the story of a musical piece ‘How does it begin, develop and end? 
i.e. First, we heard long sounds, then short sounds, then we finish with quiet. 
	Pupils instruct peers how to play a rhythm, follow pulse of change dynamics 
i.e. Clap this rhythm – ti ti ta – then whisper it – then shout it 
	Compare and talk about differences in rhythms, dynamics, tempo 
Which version was faster? Why did it feel faster? 
	Explain how musical elements (tempo, dynamics, pitch) impact the feel 
i.e. When we sing softly, it feels calm, loud feels exciting 
	Justify choices in composition or accompaniment 
i.e. I used a drum here because it gives a strong beat for marching 
	In small groups, decide on which instruments and rhythms to combine 
i.e. Ill play the xylophone, you do the claps – is that ok? 
	Persuade others to accept a musical idea in their group work 
i.e. If we add the beat here, it will make the song more energetic – Let’s do that 

	Enhancements 
	
	Pantomime – Buxton opera house
	Ukulele teaching 
	
	Glossop music festival
	

	Year 2 Music curriculum

	Year 2 Music  
	Ourselves – Exploring sounds 
Children will discover ways to use their voices to describe feelings and moods. They create and notate vocal sounds, building to a performance
Toys – Beat 
Children move and play to a steady beat and to sound sequences. They learn to control changing tempo as they take a scooter ride. 

	Our land – Exploring sounds
Children explore timbre and texture as they explore descriptive sounds. They listen to, and perform, music inspired by myths
Recap – recall traditional tales from Year 1 Wales and Scotland (Dragon and Loch Ness)
Our Bodies – Beat
Children develop a sense of steady beat using their own bodies. They respond to music and play rhythm patterns on body percussion and instruments
	Animals – Pitch 
Children link animal movement with pitch movement to help develop understanding and recognition of changing pitch. Interpretating pitch line notation using voices and tuned instruments 
Number – Beat 
Children will explore steady beat and rhythm patterns. They play beats and patterns from Renaissance Italy to West Africa, and create their own with body percussion, voices and instruments 
	Storytime – Exploring sounds 
Children are introduced to famous pieces to stimulate composition. The children interpret a storyboard with sound effects, and develop their own ideas using voices and percussion
Seasons – Pitch 
Children develop an understanding of pitch through movement, songs and listening games. They become familiar with pitch shapes and perform them in a variety of musical arrangements
	Weather – Exploring sounds 
Children will have opportunities to create descriptive sounds and word rhythms with raps and songs about the weather. They will create a descriptive composition using voice and instruments. 
Recap weather from Year 1 vocab and terminology
Pattern – Beat 
Using simple notations, the children play, create and combine minibeast rhythms using body percussion and instruments 

	Water – Pitch 
Children sing and play a variety of pitch shapes, using movement and reading from scores. They create a class composition which describes the sound and creatures of a pond. 
Singing for their end of year performance. 
Travel – Performance
 Children will learn a Tanzanian song and accompany a travelling song using voices and instruments. They listen to an orchestral piece and improvise their own descriptive ‘theme park’ music. 
Recap – Geography Ugandan music and DT Fairground Rides (Greatest showman)

	Year 2 Classroom music to listen to - Introducing children to genres of music 
	Classical – 19th/20th C.

Mussorgsky/Ravel – Pictures at an Exhibition

Mood, structure, imagination
	Rock and Roll

Elvis Presley – Hound Dog, Chuck Berry – Johnny B. Goode

Rhythm, vocal style, energy
	Indian Classical

Ravi Shankar – Sitar & Tabla

Raga scale, drone, unfamiliar instruments
	Gospel / Soul

Aretha Franklin – Respect, Oh Happy Day

Call and response, vocal expression
	Film Music

John Williams – Harry Potter / Star Wars themes

Themes, mood, orchestration
	Global Pop – Contemporary

Angelique Kidjo, BTS, Little Amal Music Project

Fusion, cross-cultural sounds, rhythm and melody

	Teaching notation – on top of Music Express as this isn’t explicit
	
	
	Animals 
Focus: Interpreting and creating pitch notation.
Lesson Idea: Give children 2–3 note sets on tuned instruments and let them create a melody using symbols or drawn notes on a ladder staff.
👉 Example: Frog = middle pitch, Owl = high pitch.
	Storytime 
Focus: Representing story structure and sound ideas visually.
Lesson Idea: Children create their own graphic scores for stories using simple images or invented symbols. Each symbol stands for a sound or instrument.

	Pattern
Focus: Creating and combining rhythms using simple notation.
Lesson Idea: Use picture or shape notation to represent rhythms (e.g., spider = 2 sounds, worm = 1 sound).
Extend to rhythm grids where children create and perform their own rhythmic patterns.
	Water 
Focus: Exploring and performing pitch shapes.
Lesson Idea: Children draw curved or stepped lines to show pitch contour. They then perform them using glockenspiels or their voices.
Extend by assigning pitch syllables or letters (C-D-E).

	Composers and music 

Opportunities to develop music express even further
	
	Our land 
Composer – Edvard Grieg 
Music – In the hall of the Mountain King 
Activity – Create mood/setting, gradual build up of tempo/dynamics; tell a myth with a sound 
Recap – what other myths do you know from previous learning? 
	
	
	Pattern
Composer – Mozart 
Music – Rondo Alla Turca 
OR 
Composer – Haydn
Music – Surprise Symphony
Activity – Identify repeating patterns, rhythm claps, listen and respond game 
	Travel 
Composer – Johann Strauss 
Music – The Blue Danube 
Activity – Explore flowing rhythms or travel (e.g. river journeys) dance to the music, learn about waltz 

	Opportunities to develop oracy in music 
	Narrative talk 
	Giving instructions 
	Discussion 
	Explanation 
	Reasoning 
	Negotiation 
	Persuasion 

	
	Describe how a musical piece evolves (themes, sections) 
i.e. First the melody is simple, then percussion comes in, then we end quietly. 
	Guide others to follow changes in tempo, dynamics or parts 
i.e. Count four beats then start the next phrase; then everyone fades out.’ 
	Talk about how instrument choices change mood or style 
i.e. Does this sound brighter with the glockenspiel or flute? Why? 
	Justify the use of certain instruments or changes in texture 
i.e. I used soft strings there because I wanted a calming middle part 
	Use musical vocabulary to explain why changes improve the piece 
i.e. If we speed up here, the energy increases – it gives excitement before the end 
	In composing or arranging, negotiate toles, parts and changes 
i.e. Shall I play low, and you play high? Or switch? Which works better? 
	Encourage classmates to adopt a compositional idea 
i.e. Let’s repeat this phrase – it will help everyone remember the melody 

	Enhancements 
	
	Pantomime – Buxton opera house
	Ukulele lessons in school
	
	Glossop music festival
	

	Ukulele  - Should Ukulele be offered across a term for teaching 
	In Year 1 – remove Number Beat and Our school exploring sounds as these both have overlap 
	In Year 2 – remove Toys Beat and Number Beat as these both have overlap 
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