

HADFIELD INFANT SCHOOL – HISTORY CURRICULUM

	EYFS History objectives 
Three and four years olds 
	Understanding the World – 
Begin to make sense of their own life story and family’s history 

	Reception 
	Understanding the World – 
Comment on images of familiar situations in the past 
Compare and contrast characters from stories, including figures from the past. 

	ELG 
	Understand the World, Past and Present – 
Talk about the lives of people around them and their roles in society
Know some similarities and differences between things in the past and now, drawing on their experiences and what has been read in class 
Understand the past through settings, characters and events encountered in books read in class and storytelling. 

	Oracy opportunities 
	Generic talk
	Narrative talk
	Persuasion
	Reasoning
	Negotiation
	Explanation
	Giving instructions

	My Life story and family history 
	Sharing experiences and memories 
	Retelling family stories 
	
	Talking about why families change 
	Discussing family differences 
	Explaining family traditions 
	Giving directions for creating a family tree 

	Pictures from the past 
	Describing what they see 
	Retelling familiar stories 
	
	Why thinks long ago look different 
	Agreeing on a story sequence 
	Explaining changes over time 
	Telling others how to order pictures on a timeline 

	Stories from the past 
	Whole class discussions 
	Storytelling and role play 
	
	Predicting what happens next 
	Deciding which events to include 
	Explaining character choices 
	Giving instructions for group role play scenes 

	Year 1 History
	Significant historical event
Understand changes within living memory
Identify differences between past and present in their own school 
Develop awareness of the past using common historical vocabulary



	Events beyond living memory – Remembrance Day and Bonfire night
Know why we commemorate Remembrance Day and Bonfire Night
Use historical vocabulary (past, present, long ago)
Recognise how historical events affect presents traditions.
	To begin to understand the concept of historical enquiry
Begin to learn about the family tree and your own family’s history 
What was lifelike when their parents were young? 
	Toys from the Past
Identify similarities and differences between past and present toys
Use sources (photos and artefacts) to make observations
Develop an understanding of chronology.
	Flight and local heritage
Explore the history of flight and its pioneers 
Understand local industry. Jobs and community heritage 
Celebrate links between past and present 
	Significant historical events and the lives of significant individuals in the past
To explore the history of space travel, the space race and which individuals first contributed to international achievements
Neil Armstrong, Tim Peake, Mae Jemison, Helen Sharman

	History – Learning objectives 
	Then and Now – Our school through time 
Exploring photos of the school from the past 
Compare uniforms, buildings and routines 
Local area walks and mapping history 
Walk around the local area identifying older buildings and landmarks 
Create a Then and Now timeline map 
Interviewing a visitor 
Invite an ex-pupil or staff member to talk about their school experiences 
Children prepare questions and record answers. 
	What was the Gunpowder plot? 
Simple storytelling using visual and props 
What happened next? 
To understand what the plotters tried to do and what happened to them 
How do we remember the Gunpowder plot? 
Compare modern celebrations to the historical event 

Remembrance – what is Remembrance Day?
To know that we remember people who died in ways on a special day in November 
Why do we wear poppies?
To understand that the poppy is a symbol of remembrance 
How do people remember? 
To know how people mark Remembrance Day today.
	To begin to understand what history means.
To recognise that the past is made up of events that have already happened.
To talk about things that have happened in their own lives.
My Family Tree – Who is in My Family?
To begin to understand the concept of a family tree.
To identify members of their family and understand that families exist in the past and present.
To begin to talk about how their family has changed over time.
What Was life like When My Parents Were Young?
To compare their own life with the life of their parents or grandparents when they were young.
To ask and answer questions using information from family members.
To identify similarities and differences between past and present.



	Old and New Toys 
Compare toys across generations 
Create a Venn diagram 
Toys Timeline 
Sequence toys from the Victorian times to now 
Label and describe key changes 
Toy museum role play 
Set up a class museum 
Children act as curators and explain exhibits 

	What is flight and how to things fly? 
Understand the basic idea of flight and recognise that planes didn’t always exist (explore flying objects i.e. paper, feathers, birds) 
The Wright brothers – first flight 
Know that the Wright brothers were the first to build and fly a powered plane 
Then and Now – comparing planes 
Compare early aircraft with modern ones – talk about the B2 stealth bomber which flew for hours to bomb a threat in Iran – recap and recall from Remembrance day/bravery of soldiers. 
	What happened on 20th July 1969?
Watch clips of the landing 
Sequence key events 
Neil Armstrong Biography 
Explore his life and mission 
Create astronaut fact files 
Then and now – Space travel 
Compare Apollo missions to modern rockets 
Children to design their own moon mission 
Apply to have the children’s names taken to Mars  


	Overt opportunities for oracy – Year 1 

	
	Then and now – our school 
	Gunpowder plot and Remembrance Day 
	Family history
	Old and New toys 
	History of flight 
	Space 

	Generic talk 
	Compare buildings and routines 
	Talk about traditions 
	Discuss family memories 
	Talk about favourite toys 
	Discuss how things fly 

	Narrative talk 
	Retell the school’s history 
	Retell the story of Guy Fawkes 
	Share personal family stories 
	Describe how toys were used 
	Retell the story of the wright brothers or Neil Armstrong 

	Persuasion 
	
	Debate – Was he right or wrong? 
	
	
	Persuade who was the greatest explorer 

	Reasoning 
	Why schools have changed 
	Link cause and effect in the story 
	Why family like was different 
	Why materials have changed 
	Explain how flight was developed 

	Negotiation 
	Agreeing on a timeline order 
	Decide which facts to include 
	Working together to complete family timelines 
	Agree on display order 
	Decide in groups which invention was most important 

	Explanation 
	Explaining what changes occurred 
	Explain why we celebrate bonfire night 
	Explaining similarities and differences 
	Explain changes in design 
	Explain the differences between rockets and planes 

	Giving instructions 
	Instructing how to label a class map
	Explain how to make a bonfire night display 
	Directing others in how to complete charts 
	Give museum tour instructions 
	Give instructions for model building 

	Character values and traits 
	Community – Interview ex pupils/staff to build links 
Responsibility – Prepare respectful questions and listen attentively 
	Courage – Discuss bravery in history 
Honesty – Explore fairness in the story of Guy Fawkes 
Community – Reflect on shared traditions 
Effort/Pride – Create poppies or wreaths with care 
	Learning – Develop respectful enquiry with family 
Independence – Present and discuss their own family history 
	Teamwork – Work together in a class toy museum as curators 
Pride – Share personal toys of family stories with the class 
	Aspiration – Dreaming of flying 
Perseverance – Overcoming failures in invention 
Teamwork – Design and build model planes together 
	Excellence – Achievement of landing on the moon 
Courage and aspiration – Explore doing something no one has done before 

	Year 2 
History
	Significant individuals – climate activities (David Attenborough, Greta Thunberg)
Learn about significant individuals who have contributed to international cause
Compare individuals’ impact and motivation
Sequence key events from their lives
	Events beyond living memory – Remembrance Day and Bonfire night
Know why we commemorate Remembrance Day and Bonfire Night
Use historical vocabulary (past, present, long ago)
Recognise how historical events affect presents traditions.
(Progression from Year 1)
	Significant sports individuals or events
Understand the impact of key individuals in sports history
Develop chronological understanding of major sporting events
Inspire pride in achievement and perseverance
	Famous Explorers and Events
Understand the journeys of key explorers and their impact
Compare historical contexts and challenges
Develop map skills and timelines
	Local Heritage 
Changes within living memory 
To understand our local heritage and how is has changed throughout the years 
Interview local people to gain and understanding of what life was like for them growing up in Hadfield 
Historical enquiry. 
	The Titanic 
Understand events beyond living memory 
Explore causes, consequences and human stories 
Use historical enquiry to ask and answer questions 

	History learning objectives 
	David Attenborough – Voice for Nature 
Explore his documentaries and his impact on understanding the planet. 
Children create fact files 
Greta Thunberg – A young voice for change 
Learn about climate strikes and Greta’s story 
Compare her activism to Davids’ career 
Our climate heroes  
Compare and contrast modern activists with past local efforts 
Children present posters of their chosen activist 
	Recap and timeline 
To recall what happened in the Gunpowder plot and place it in time 
Why did Guy Fawkes want to blow up parliament? 
To understand the reasons behind the plot and discuss fairness
How is Bonfire night remembered today? 
To consider how and why we commemorate historical events

Remembrance
Recap and explore 
To recall why we have Remembrance Day and explain what it means 
What do we remember? 
To understand the idea of soldiers from many countries fighting in war 
Why is it still important today? 
To reflect on why we still remember wars from long ago 
	Jesse Owens and the 1936 Olympics 
Explore racism, courage and determination 
Children to create timeline posters 
The Lionesses and Women in sport
Look at Euro 2022, history of women in football 
Role plays interviews and report writing 
Sporting hero’s gallery 
Children choose a sports figure (e.g. Serena Williams, Mo Farah) 
Present their life and legacy to the class.
	Christopher Columbus vs Neil Armstrong 
Compare voyages across sea and space 
Discuss motivations and risks 
Captain Cook and Australia  
Explore Cook’s voyages 
Label and world map with routes 
Compare Captain Cook to a modern-day explorer  
(e.g., Felicity Aston, Tim Peake, or Ranulph Fiennes).
To understand how exploration has changed over time and what has stayed the same.
To discuss the lasting impact of explorers past and present.
	Recap the timeline of flight 
Recall the Wright brothers and place key flight developments on a timeline 
Amelia Earhart – A flight Pioneer 
Learn about Amelia Earhart as a significant individual in aviation history 
How has flight changed our world?  
Explore the impact the invention of flight has had on everyday life and the World. 
	Setting sail – Building the Titanic  
Timeline from construction to sinking 
Model and diagram work 
Life on board – Who was there? 
Explore the class system on the ship 
Role-play a passenger’s story 
The sinking and aftermath 
Investigate what happened and why 
Create a newspaper report or survivors diary

	Overt opportunities for oracy – Year 2

	
	Climate activists
	Remembrance Day
	Sports History
	Explorers
	Flight
	Titanic

	Generic talk 
	Share ideas about the environment 
	Share reflections and memories 
	Talk about achievements and courage 
	Discuss challenges explorers faced 
	
	Discuss what they know about ships 

	Narrative talk 
	Tell stories of activists 
	Retell why we commemorate 
	Tell the stories of key individuals 
	Retell a famous journey 
	
	Role play passenger stories 

	Persuasion 
	Persuasive speeches and posters 
	Persuade others as to why remembrance matters 
	Present speeches on why they are heroes 
	Persuade ‘Who was the greatest explorer?’ 
	
	Argue – Who was responsible? 

	Reasoning 
	Why activism is important 
	Reason about the importance of honouring the past 
	Explain how they showed perseverance 
	Explain motivations and risks 
	
	Explain causes and consequences 

	Negotiation 
	Agree on an environmental pledge 
	Decide how to present class memorials 
	Work in groups on a sporting timeline 
	Plan a group timeline 
	
	Agree on an exhibit and item list 

	Explanation 
	Explain each activist’s impact 
	Explain historical significance 
	Explain historical barriers in sports 
	Explain routes and discoveries 
	
	Explain class differences on the ship 

	Giving instructions 
	Direct how to create posters 
	Direct the making of Remembrance displays 
	Give instructions for setting up gallery displays
	Instruct how to plot a journey on a map 
	
	Give instructions for building models 

	Character values and traits 
	Responsibility – Caring for the environment 
Courage – Greta’s stand for what she believes 
Aspiration – Impact through lifelong dedication 
	Pride and community – Laying the wreath at the Cenotaph – Honour local and national history 
Responsibility – Respect for sacrifices made 
	Perseverance and courage – Breaking barriers 
Pride and excellence – Share achievements 
Effort – Projects and role-play to reflect hard work 
	Captain cook and modern explorers 
Independence – Exploring new frontiers 
Effort – Mapping unknown lands 
Comparison – Relating past exploration to modern challenges 
	Aspiration – striving for greatness 
Learning – Understand historical change 
Pride – Timelines and fact files for display 
	Columbus vs Armstrong – Aspiration – Bold journeys into the unknown 
Courage – Facing danger 
Learning – Their discoveries shaped history 
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