

HADFIELD INFANT SCHOOL – GEOGRAPHY CURRICULUM

	EYFS

	EYFS Geography objectives 
Three and four years olds 
	 Mathematics 
Understand position through words alone. For example, ‘The bag is under the table,’ with no pointing 
Describe a familiar route 
Discuss routes and locations, using words like ‘in front of’ and ‘behind’ 
	Understanding the World 
Use all their senses in hands-on exploration of natural materials 
Begin to understand the need to respect and care for the natural environment and all living things 
Know that there are different countries in the world and talk about the differences they have experienced or seen in photos 

	Reception 
	 Understanding the world 
Draw information from a simple map 
Recognise some similarities and differences between life in this country and life in other countries 
Explore the natural world around them 
Recognise some environments that are different to the one in which they live 

	ELG 
	 Understanding the world – People, culture and communities 
Describe their immediate environment using knowledge from observation, discussion, stories, non-fiction texts and maps 
Explain some similarities and differences between life in this country and life in other countries, drawing on knowledge from stories, non-fiction texts and (when appropriate) maps. 
	Understanding the world – The Natural world  
Know some similarities and differences between the natural world around them and contrasting environments, drawing on their experiences and what has been read in class 
Understand some important processes and changes in the natural world around them, including the seasons 


	Year 1

	Year 1 Geography 
	My school and local area – Hadfield
Identify key features of the school grounds and local area
Use simple maps and locational/directional language
Begin to use observational skills


	Our country – the country we live in
Name, locate and identify the four countries of the UK and their capital cities
Identify key features using atlases and globes
Recognise national symbols
	Weather and Seasons in the UK 
Identify seasonal and daily weather patterns in the UK 
Recognise and use weather symbols 
Compare weather across the UK
	Around the UK in four weeks – recap 
Revisits UK nations, capital cities, weather, seasons, and local geography.
Integrates art, storytelling, drama, and simple fieldwork.
Offers cross-curricular opportunities with music, literacy, and PSHE.
Provides consolidation before transition to Year 2.
	UK Nations revisited through story, music and art 
Revisit countries and capital of the UK through cross curricular activities 
Identify cultural symbols and traditions
	Local walk and fieldwork 
Use fieldwork and first-hand observation to study the geography of the school and local area 
Create maps and use simple keys

	Forest school links/activities 
Activity 1 







Activity 2 
	🗺️ Mini Explorers Trail: Create and follow routes around the outdoor area using natural markers (stones, sticks, leaves)
LO - Develop understanding of local physical and human features, practise directional language

🌿 Scavenger Hunt: Search for natural and manmade features in the school grounds
LO - Identify and classify local features

	🏴 Outdoor Flag Craft: Use natural materials to create UK nation flags on the ground or on fabric
LO - Learn national symbols through art and sensory experience



🐑 Sheep Trail Challenge (Wales): Hide animal photo cards from each UK country for children to find and group
LO - Understand national identity through playful, physical engagement
	🌧️ Weather Station: Build a rain gauge or windsock using recycled materials outdoors
LO - Observe and measure weather patterns over time




🍂 Seasonal Collage: Collect seasonal leaves or items and create collages to show how seasons change
LO - Explore and compare seasonal differences visually
	⛰️ Landscape Creation Challenge: Build mini models of famous UK features (Ben Nevis, Giant's Causeway etc.) from sticks, stones, mud
LO - Use geographical vocabulary to describe features; understand differences across UK nations

🎭 Outdoor Role Play: Re-enact cultural traditions or dances from different UK regions
LO - Experience human geography through story, music, movement
	📷 Nature Photography and Map Trail: Children take photos and create simple sketch maps of what they find
LO - Apply mapping and observation skills in a real-world setting



🧭 Treasure Hunt Using Directions: Use compass points to guide a partner to hidden "treasure" (natural objects)
LO - Practise directional language and basic orienteering
	🌳 Build-a-Town in the Forest: Use branches, leaves, and natural objects to create a model of Hadfield or a new imaginary town
LO - Consolidate knowledge of physical/human features, land use, and community


🎨 UK Festival Celebration Day: Decorate areas of the forest to represent a UK region and celebrate with songs/food
LO - Bring together learning of UK nations, culture, environment

	Geography – Learning objectives 
	1. What is Geography? What do we know about our school? 
2. Exploring our classroom and school grounds 
3. Mapping our classroom/school 
4. Features of our local area (Hadfield) 
5. Local walk and observations 
6. Create a simple map with symbols
	1. Introduction to the UK. What do we already know? 
2. Find the UK on a globe and a map 
3. Learn about England and London 
4. Learn about Scotland and Edinburgh 
5. Learn about Wales and Cardiff 
6. Learn about Northern Ireland and Belfast
	1. What is weather? How does it change? 
2. Seasons in the UK 
3. Weather symbols and forecasting 
4. Weather chart for the week 
5. Weather around the UK 
Create your own forecast
	1. England, home nation. London landmarks, English wildlife and Hadfield Map (activities could include building 3D landmarks, create a postcard from London or an England themed scavenger hunt using outside)  
2. Scotland and Wales. Learn a simple Scottish dance, paint loch ness or Welsh dragon (create your own mythical creature), listen to bagpipe/harp music and sketch response 
3. Northern Ireland and weather review – Act out a weather forecast, use symbols to make weather map, school trip to media city 
4. UK Celebration week – UK quiz (interactive and team based) Celebration Day or food, stories and symbols from all four nations 
	1. UK storytelling: Traditional tales from each country 
2. National songs and music 
3. Art inspired by UK landscapes 
4. Food from the nations 
5. Dress and traditions 

	1. Recap local features 
2. Plan a walk route with safety and purpose 
3. Conduct the walk and collect data 
4. Record observations (photos, drawings and notes) 
5. Create a class map using keys 
6. Reflect and share findings

	Substantive knowledge (geographical facts and content to be learned) 
	School and local features, buildings, natura and human elements 
	4 UK nations, capital cities, flags, national animals 
	Daily weather, UK seasonal changes 
	Cultural traditions, landmarks, climate differences 
	
	Land use, map making, school surroundings 

	Disciplinary knowledge 
The skills of thinking and working like a geographer
	Observation. Sketch, maps and simple keys 
	Using atlases and globes, identifying countries using a map 
	Observing weather, recording data, using weather symbols 
	Comparison and recall, storytelling with geography 
	
	Fieldwork observation, recording evidence 

	Opportunities for oracy 
	Narrative talk Tell the story of a journey through the school community 
Persuasion – Persuade others which area of the school is the most important or interesting 
Giving instructions – Give direction using locational language 
Discussion Discuss similarities and difference between school and home environments 
Explanation Explain what makes a place human or physical geography 
Reasoning Reason why certain buildings are placed in specific areas 
Negotiation Negotiate routes, map symbols or white features to include in a class map 
	Narrative talk Retell the story of a journey around the UK using key features and landmarks  
Persuasion – Persuade peers why one capital city is the best to visit or the most exciting  
Giving instructions – Give instructions for setting up a weather chart or recording data 
Discussion Discuss what is similar and different between the four nations  
Explanation Explain how flags, landmarks and symbols represent each country  
Reasoning Reason why capital cities are important for government and culture 
Negotiation Negotiate which landmarks to include in a UK display poster
	Narrative talk Tell a narrative of the changing seasons  
Persuasion – Persuade others which season is the best and why  
Giving instructions – Give instructions for setting up a weather chart or recording data  
Discussion Discuss how the weather affects what we wear and do.  
Explanation Explain what weather symbols mean and how to record temperature 
Reasoning Reason why some parts of the UK are wetter or windier than others  
Negotiation Negotiate which symbols to use or how to design a group forecast 
	Narrative talk Tell a story about travelling around the UK, describing each weeks focus country 
Persuasion – Persuade others which country they would most like to live in   
Giving instructions – Give instructions on how to find each country using maps and compass points   
Discussion Discuss cultural differences across the nations  
Explanation Explain how climate landscape and culture differ across the UK   
Reasoning Reason how geography influences lifestyle and traditions   
Negotiation Negotiate as a team how to present their country in a UK showcase or celebration 
	Narrative talk Retell traditional tales or myths from each UK nation 
Persuasion – Persuade others which story song or dance best represents a country’s culture  
Giving instructions – Give instructions for performing a national song or dance  
Discussion Discuss how art and music reflect geography and culture  
Explanation Explain the meaning of cultural symbols and artistic representations  
Reasoning Reason why traditions vary between the four nations  
Negotiation Negotiate roles and contributions during group performances or art projects 
	Narrative talk Describe what they observed on the walk  
Persuasion – Persuade others which local feature is the most special and should be protected  
Giving instructions – Give route instructions using positional language  
Discussion Discuss what features are human or physical in the local environment  
Explanation Explain why maps and keys help us to understand places 
Reasoning Reason why certain areas are busier or greener than others  
Negotiation Negotiate which features to record, photograph or include in the class map display 

	School values/

character education/traits
	Community 

Responsibility, Pride and Teamwork 
	Aspiration, Excellence 

Learning 
	

Responsibility, effort and learning 
	Community, Perseverance 

Pride, 
	
	

Responsibility, courage, teamwork, learning 

	Opportunities for explicit fieldwork and forest school 
	Conduct a local walk to identify and record human and physical features.
	Interactive floor map or outdoor pin-the-flag activity to locate countries.
	Daily weather charting and termly seasonal walks to observe changes.
Rainfall and temperature logs
	Create landscape art or outdoor storytelling areas inspired by each nation.
	
	Use sketch maps, photo diaries and tally charts to document features around school.

	Year 2

	Year 2 
Geography 
	Recap UK 
First two weeks – Revisit UK Countries and capitals/Map skills and compass directions 

Compare a small area of the UK with a contrasting non-European country (e.g. rural Uganda) 
Identify similarities and differences in weather, homes, schools and features
	Derbyshire focus – landmarks and features 
Name and describe features of Derbyshire landscapes (hills, rivers, moors) 
Use maps and symbols 
Identify human and physical landmarks (Chatsworth, Kinder Scout) 
	Landmarks
Identify key landmarks in England (Big Ben, Stonehenge)
Recognise physical vs human features 
Compare with Hadfield
	World climate zones 
Understand the location of hot and cold areas of the world. 
Link temperature to the Equator and poles 
Compare climates with the UK 

	Continents and Oceans 
Name and locate the 7 continents and 5 oceans 
Understand their position in relation to the UK using a globe 
Identify simple features of different continents 

(recap – which ocean is closest to Uganda/UK, which continent are both countries in?)
	Great British explorers recap project incorporating Geography and History  
To consolidate all KS1 geography and history objectives through an exciting enquiry-based project combining map skills, local studies, UK knowledge, historical individuals, events beyond living memory, and changes over time.


	Forest school links/activities 
Activity 1 






Activity 2
	🧭 Compass Treasure Hunt: Use cardinal directions to guide peers to hidden natural items
LO - Practise directional vocabulary; develop map and orientation skills



🌍 Map Drawing with Natural Materials: Recreate a map of the UK or playground with leaves/stones
LO - Reinforce map symbols and spatial awareness
	💧 Water Carry Challenge: Carry water using different containers to simulate Ugandan daily tasks
LO - Foster empathy; compare physical geography and daily life challenges


🪵 Build-a-Home Outdoors: Use natural materials to build model homes from Uganda and the UK
LO - Explore human geography and housing differences
	🗻 Mini-Moors & River Models: Use mud, pebbles, and sticks to model hills, valleys, and rivers
LO - Understand local geography through hands-on model building


🥾 Nature Walk – Compare Features: Identify hills, trees, streams in local surroundings
LO = Develop fieldwork observation skills; record human vs physical features
	🌞❄️ Hot vs Cold Climate Challenge: Sort natural objects or dress characters for hot and cold zones
LO - Apply climate vocabulary; understand adaptation to environments


🎒 Survive the Zone: Team challenge – build shelter/clothing based on chosen climate (rainforest/desert)
LO = Develop resilience and teamwork while understanding global climate regions
	🐾 Continental Animal Track Trail: Match animal pictures to their continent using a nature trail
LO - Connect global geography to physical environment, classification and recall

🌊 Ocean Zones Scavenger Hunt: Use levels of forest floor to explore 'deep sea', 'mid-sea', 'surface'
LO = Learn about the structure of oceans using outdoor analogy
	🧭 Explorer Orienteering Course: Navigate a simple trail with map and compass
LO - Practise exploration skills and sequencing locations



🏙️ Forest vs City Sketching: Create contrasting drawings or models of woodland and urban environments
LO - Observe and reflect on human vs natural geography

	Geography learning objectives 
	1. Recap countries and capitals of the UK, identifying countries and capitals on a map 
2. What is a compass – learn N, S, E, W and use compass directions in the classroom. 
3. Check understanding of aerial views and simple plans 

1. Locate Uganda on a globe and map 
2. Explore daily life in rural Uganda 
3. Compare schools (Uganda vs UK)
4. Compare homes and buildings 
5. Explore weather and environment
6. Make a comparison display/booklet 
	1. Introduction to Derbyshire 
2. Key human features: Chatsworth House 
3. Key physical features: Peaks, hills rivers 
4. Map work: locating places in Derbyshire and specifically Hadfield 
5. Compare local and county landmarks 
6. Visit to the Manchester to compare features of a city to a town.
	1. What are landmarks? 
2. Physical vs human features
3. Explore Big Ben and London Eye. 
4. Explore Stonehenge and coastal features 
5. Compare with Hadfield 
6. Make a model of landmark (cross curricular with art)  
	1. What is climate? Where is it hot/cold in the world? 
2. Link climates to continents 
3. Explore the Equator and poles – comparing climates 
4. Design a poster for world climate and climate change Recap David Attenborough and Greta Thunberg from Aut 1) 

	1.  What is a continent? Where are they? 
2. Explore the 7 continents on a map and globe. 
3. Explore the 5 oceans of the world. 
4. Fun facts and features of each continent. 
5. Sort animals and weather by continent
	1. Where in the UK Are We?	Recap life in the past locally (Hadfield school, families)	Four nations of the UK, local area	Create a giant UK floor map with flags, capital cities and landmarks. Explore Hadfield’s history using local walk photos and maps.
2. Meet the Explorers Famous figures: Columbus, Neil Armstrong, Captain Cook, Felicity Aston World continents, oceans, journey mapping	Use world maps to trace explorers’ routes. Compare past and modern explorers. Build explorer fact files and timeline.
3. Life Then and Now Titanic passengers, old toys, Remembrance Physical and human features; weather & seasons. Compare a Victorian street with today. Create “Then and Now” models (e.g. homes, transport). Revisit weather symbols with a weather forecast drama.
4. Our Great British Exhibition Consolidation of all history & geography topics Map keys, compasses, local-global links Create a class museum with artefacts, maps, explorer costumes. Invite parents/staff to see their work. Children present what they’ve learned.

	Substantive knowledge (geographical facts and content to be learned)
	Recap – Countries, capitals, compass skills 

Uganda – Climate, schooling, homes, daily life 
	Moors, hills, rivers, landmarks 
	Stonehenge, Big Ben, coastal features 
	Equator, poles. Hot and cold places 
	Name, locations, fun facts 
	Maps, journeys, historical figures 
Human/physical features city vs town 

	Disciplinary knowledge 
The skills of thinking and working like a geographer
	Recap – Locating on maps, directional language 

Uganda – Comparison, cultural empathy, using photos 
	Field sketching, using map keys 
	Model making, interpreting human/physical features 

Cross curricular with art and napping it out 
	Comparing regions, using visual clues 
	Use globes, sorting and classifying 
	Journey mapping and storytelling with maps 
Noting features, comparing settings 


	Opportunities for oracy 
	Narrative talk Retell the story of a journey from the UK to Japan, describing what they might see, hear and experience.
Persuasion – Persuade others which country (UK or Japan) they would rather visit and why.
Giving instructions – Give instructions on locating Japan and the UK on a globe or world map
Discussion Discuss similarities and differences between UK and Japanese culture, food, landscape and lifestyle
Explanation Explain what makes Japan unique (volcanoes, technology, traditions) compared to the UK.
Reasoning Reason how location and climate influence the way people live in each country
Negotiation Negotiate roles and information to include in a group comparison project or travel presentation.
	Narrative talk Describe a journey through Derbyshire using local features and landmarks (“We passed the Peak District hills and saw Chatsworth House”).
Persuasion – Persuade others which Derbyshire landmark is the most special or should be protected
Giving instructions – Give directions or instructions for plotting landmarks on a local map.
Discussion Discuss which features are human or physical and how they shape the county.
Explanation Explain why Derbyshire attracts visitors and how landmarks show its history.
Reasoning Reason why people live, work or visit certain parts of Derbyshire.
Negotiation Negotiate how to represent Derbyshire in a class display or collaborative map.
	Narrative talk Tell the story of a visit to a famous landmark (real or imagined).
Persuasion – Persuade others which landmark is the most impressive or meaningful.
Giving instructions – Give instructions for locating landmarks using compass directions or map symbols.
Discussion Discuss what landmarks tell us about culture and history.
Explanation Explain how landmarks are created and what they represent to people.
Reasoning Reason why landmarks become symbols of identity or heritage.
Negotiation Negotiate which landmarks to feature in a joint “World Wonders” project.
	Narrative talk. Describe what life might be like in different climates (polar, desert, tropical).
Persuasion – Persuade others which climate zone they would prefer to live in and why.
Giving instructions – Give instructions for sorting or grouping pictures of climates or clothing.
Discussion Discuss how weather affects animals, people and homes around the world.
Explanation Explain the differences between hot and cold climates using scientific vocabulary.
Reasoning Reason why some animals or crops thrive only in certain climates.
Negotiation Negotiate as a team how to label or design a climate map for display.
	Narrative talk Narrate a journey around the world, visiting all continents (“First I flew over Africa, then across the Pacific Ocean…”).
Persuasion – Persuade others which continent would be the best place to explore or live.
Giving instructions – Give instructions on how to locate each continent and ocean on a globe.
Discussion Discuss features of continents and how they differ in size, landscape and culture.
Explanation Explain why the Earth is divided into continents and oceans.
Reasoning Reason how oceans and continents influence weather, animals, and travel routes.
Negotiation Negotiate how to share responsibility for researching and presenting different continents.
	Narrative talk Retell the adventures of explorers such as Captain Cook, Amy Johnson or Ernest Shackleton.
Persuasion – Persuade others which explorer was the most courageous or important.
Giving instructions – Give instructions for plotting explorers’ routes on maps
Discussion Discuss the challenges explorers faced and how they overcame them.
Explanation Explain how explorers contributed to geographical knowledge
Reasoning Reason why exploration was important for trade, discovery and science
Negotiation Negotiate group roles in recreating a voyage or producing a timeline of exploration.

	School values


character education/traits
	Excellence, Community, Aspiration 

Independence. Responsibility, bring proud, learning 
	


Pride, responsibility, effort, learning 
	Excellence 


Effort, learning 
	


Learning, responsibility, courage
	Aspiration 


Teamwork 
	Aspiration, Perseverance, Community, Excellence 


Courage, Pride, Responsibility, independence, learning 

	Opportunities for explicit fieldwork and forest school
	Recap - Outdoor compass games and directional challenges on playground grid.

Uganda - Compare school environments; carry water or recreate routines in outdoor areas.
	Visit a local natural site (reservoirs) for sketching and feature identification.
	Create outdoor landmark hunt or make salt-dough models using environmental features.
	Create mini 'climate zones' outdoors using props to simulate weather conditions.
	Use globes, floor maps, and water play to explore continents and oceans outdoors.
	Set up outdoor explorer trails, obstacle courses, and map-based activities.

Trip to Manchester to observe differences in human geography.
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