Hadfield Infant School 
Right to Withdraw from Religious Education (RE)
Information for Parents and Carers
Introduction
At Hadfield Infant School, we believe that Religious Education (RE) plays a vital role in helping children understand different beliefs, values, and cultures in our diverse society. Our RE curriculum is non-denominational and follows the Derbyshire Agreed Syllabus, in line with national guidance.
However, we understand that parents and carers have the legal right to withdraw their child from some or all parts of RE if they wish to do so.
What the Law Says
Under the Education Act 1996 and School Standards and Framework Act 1998, parents have the right to:
- Withdraw their child from all or part of RE lessons.
- Do so without having to provide a reason.
- Have their request respected by the school.
This right applies to all pupils in community, foundation, or voluntary schools. It does not apply to collective worship, which is legally distinct from RE.
Our Approach
RE at Hadfield Infant School is designed to:
- Be inclusive and respectful of different faiths and non-religious worldviews.
- Encourage pupils to explore questions of meaning, values, and belonging.
- Foster tolerance, understanding, and respect for others.
We aim to teach RE in a way that is accessible and engaging to all pupils, regardless of their background or beliefs.
How to Request a Withdrawal
If you are considering withdrawing your child from RE, we encourage you to:
1. Meet with the Headteacher or Deputy Headteacher, to discuss your concerns and understand how RE is taught.
2. Submit a written request to the school if you decide to proceed.
You may choose to:
- Withdraw your child from specific topics or lessons.
- Withdraw them from RE entirely.
Please note: During RE lessons from which your child is withdrawn, the school is not required to provide alternative curriculum teaching. However, we will ensure they are supervised appropriately.
Contact
For more information or to arrange a meeting, please contact:
Deputy Headteacher
Beverley Kidd
b.kidd@hadfield-inf.derbyshire.sch.uk
We respect all families’ rights and beliefs, and we are committed to working in partnership with you to support your child’s education and wellbeing.
